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Bus Architectures Seek Openness

the promotion of their general
well being in & number of
industries.

The proposal for IBA sug-
gests several potential areas of
imvolvernent and activity.

In the engineering and tech-
nical arena. ideas inchude

%
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@ Reporting to the user and

engineering parameters.

® Creating a master list of gen-
eral issues common to all
buses.

® [dentifying the software
issues that are specific and
common 10 open buses.

In the sales and marketing

| area. proposals include:

® Assisting with export mar-

| keting by developing lists of

| potential overseas distribu-

backup circuitry and a propri-
etary memory and control cir-
cuit board residing on the com-
puter bus. When ac power fails.
UniSaver 100 batteries take

:
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" tion'sales agents. Similarly.

developing an international
open bus directory 1o help
improve overseas marketing
contact.

® Expanding the domestic
market by developing a master
list of qualified agents, VARs,

! and distributors of open bus

power p Sy But
that'’s where the simalarity ends.
UniSavers hardware-resid

ture products.
® Serving as an industry clear-

for sales data. much
like the Semiconductor Indus-
try Assocation (SIA) does for

YRS

® Providing associated finan-
cial and accounting data For
. developing indorma-

architectures.

® Working with the academic
community to ensure that cur-
ricula include useful informa-
tion on bus architecture and
board-level  developments.
Serving as a cleaning-house to
keep manulfacturers aware of
the specific needs of the educa-
10nal community .

Al the Buscon meeting.
was named acting chairman of
(BA and a steering committee
has been formed to help ‘get
the ball rolling” The next meet-
ing. which will work on the
name and charter for IBA. will

for the charter of such a group
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(tware takes d, halt-
ing the running process. trans- |

system state includes
the contents of RAM memory
(up to 16 Mbytes) the micro- |
processor and controller regis-
ters. and video RAM. This com-
plete transier enables the Uni-
Saver 100 to lock away (“hiber-
nate’) any application in mid-

North Carolina and an MBA |

Fig Within & waversal distriboted Mle server (UDFSL & user may stoce and

| access via UNIX the same e that ancther aser stores and accesses via DOS or

OS2 Thus fie may hurther be stored and accessed via 2 local operating system
by & saer directly contecind 16 the swvatem wivere the Sle actuslly resides. such
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UPS Surge In Minis, Micros

Al least two vendors have  systems for the ASM400. The
developed system-specific on-  «Senies 1000 Model UP/400D
line UPS for the new IBMAS/400  offers a power range of 2-24

SPECIAL

COVERAGE senes of midrange minicompu-  kVA in 14 separate models. The
ters. Emerson Computer Power  system is designed to be ex-
(Santa Ana, CA) recently an as the user
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power. has introduced a contin-
wously on-line UPS for PCs. In
making the introduction, Uni-
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Universal File Sharing

’ the
eliminates ac/dc/ac conversion loops provide fast signal be adjusted on site M
problems mm:a to many mwmwdum: wimmpom down. Addi- um mmm

range. Company president Ry maker, also features a wave-  tribution panel with a recepta- | Continued from page 11
Meyer states. “The design mini-  form synthesizer that gener- cle for each rack plug in the | marketing and accounting. who
mizes the conversion b ales a sinusoidal dorm that sy Individual power pro- | need to review R through the
a and dc voltages such that outputs for linear and non-  tection is provided for each VAX SMB server, which only
even If the battenies were ex-  linear loads. This prevents dis-  rack. stores and retrieves D05 files.
hausted. the output would be  tortion that interferes with cur- Ci ik pany engineerings  fie
isolated and the rent input during low voltage (Troy. MI) has also come 1o | can't be accessed or read by
load protected from most typt-  conditions. market with a series of power | manufacturing, who are kocal
VAX users. because VWS can't

DEC/ITC Link Unifies CASE s oo e o

problem of a segregrated DFS.

i
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Since different workgroups' DFS
by Eugene L. Muller access and store files via differ-
and T. Roach ent methods and repre-

Use and acceptance of CASE sentations. even i DFS are co-
tools in a large software devel- resident. they can not share
opment organization are opti- data. UDFS were desgned pre-
mized by the sharing of infor- cisely to solve the
mation the workgroup probiem (see Fig)
life cycle. This information Within a UDFS, a user within
must be shared among project one DFS workgroup — say a LNIX
team members and among the user within an NFS work-
discrete tools that the team group —can store and access
uses, requiring that the tooks be the same file that a 005 or 082

user of another workgroup

stores and acOesses as a DOS or

user interface. 08/2 fie. This flle may further be
The stored and accessed as a local
“m'm"’ operating system fie by a user
connected to the sys-
With this integration as a tem where the fle actually res-
goal. Digital Equipment Corp. ides. for example, a VAX'VMS
user. The ability to store
have developed a link b Dot & s Commen Data DecticnaryPhs (CDOPIas) | 3CC€SS. and manipulate the
Digitals recently introduced i the first distributed. active dats repository, bus 1o be an cpen dictonary | Same one file as different types
Common jonary Pl waed for sclty of files is enabled by a UDFS
(CDDPlus) (see Fig) and Index imvention called the virtual fie
%mw- Plus. allowing immediate shar-  data between the system
ysis and tool. This link, Ing of Excelerator data struc-  and COD/Plus. The transfer is The VFS accepts dilferent
the first with CODPlus. is the  tures with the CDO/Plus reposi- 1 simply using | DFS requests to siore. access. or
basis for Digitals powerful tory that supports VAX-based the capabilities of Excelerator | manipulate a given file. The VFS

CASE environment and an in-  languages, tools. and informa-  and a few clicks on the mouse. | then

dependent CASE product. This  tion products. It Because they can share in- | local file system (LFS) requests
combination provides a unified ludes a user interface witha  formation quickly b ) ly store the file as an
environment in which systems  windowing capability, allowing Excelerator and the corporate | LFS fie. Thereby. local users
builders can produce more sers view data dictionary residing in | may access the fe as a local
maintainable, higher quality and manipulste data from a CDDPlus, systems developers | fle, and non-local users may
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Look for an in-depth techmical
article on thes subject in an
upcoming Quarterly issue of
CONPETER TRCHNONOGY REVIFW



